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MEMCBANDOM FOR: Director, Office of Research and Analysis
' UsSI1s

SUBJECT t Indlcations of Shifting Free World View
: of Power Balance Betseen US and USSR

1. CIA is teking o close lock at the mounting indications
of & gradusl shift in free world attitudes from e feeling that
the US is inccmparsbly the world's strongest power to a growing
feeling that the USSR 1s indeed ocutstripping the US. We are
reviewing cur owm and State Department field reports f8r indtaations
of the above.

2. Bame of the most valuable indications of the above trend ere
coatained in the excellent public opinion survey reports produced by
USIA. I have such studies in nmind as your "Brief Summary of Same

- Survey Indications Bemring Upon US vs Soviet Scientific Prestige®,

. December 1959. The Gallup Poll cited in the New York Herald Tribune
of 12 February 1960 on who would be ghead in science ten years
from now, 1s another case in point. Most directly relevant perhaps
are your excellent WE-62 and WE-63 of April 1960 on the gemersl
standing of the US and USSR as seen through Burcpean eyes.

3. I would like to request an informsl report pulling together
the various opinion survey and other indications availsble to USIA
walch bear on this shift in free world attitudes towsrd the US-USSR
power balence with particular reference to whether any trend lines
can be discerned. It is of course g factor that the intelligence
caxminity as & whole should take inecremsingly into sccount.

/s/

ROBERT AMORY, JR.
Deputy Director (XYatelligence)
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